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The Four Cardinal Virtues of Masonry

Freemasoney has four cardinal vir-
tues - Temperance, Prudence, Foststude and
Justice.

Throughout masoess ntual we arc
taught the concepts of brotherly love and
affection. The sdea that we gave our beothers
respect for thew ideas cven when we don't
agree with them is represented by the sym.
bolasn of the Level. When we reatrme ous.
wlves from making a pegative comment or
froen interrupling boecause we feel we know
better’ than ancther porson we may be ex-
hibsting Temperance, Prudence and Foeti-
de, depending on how strongly we diss-

All of thas bodds down %0 one woed,
which we rarcly use in magonsc ricsal, Tol.
crance, The word Toleramoe embodics much
of what we talk about in our masonic ritu-
al. Whether we agree or disagree with those
withia o outside our frascmnity from time 10
time, the principles of Froemasoary toach us
10 be 1olerast of those other belicfs or sdeas
Unfortanascly in the modern world, Toler-
e sometinacs talies on an odd new mean-
ing. that of imaction. Ofien out of an abun-
dance of Tolerance we sat back and are
imactive in the face of vicious mtokrance.
Ox, even worse, in the face of intolerance,
we ourselves become imtolorant

In 2l of the known histery of man.

kind, intolerance has never defoated intoler-
ance, hate has mever defested hate, General.
by oo form of intolorance or hate junt re-
places another, At timscs i the history of
our planct we have seen the <ycle of has,
tsolerance and associated vioknce, happen
over and over agan, Only when true Toler-
ance s brought out that the cyche of hae,
imolerance and acsociated vioknaoe is bro.
ken

Human beings are hard wired, for
whatover reason, that hate is an Casr cowd-
tion. Perhaps it is fight or fhight, or perbaps
swome other reason, The fact 11 that hate can
casaly be browght out in us, it can then be
mlspuided by ourelves o by sutside [afly-
onces 10 cause us %0 act oo that hate.  Itis
50 wonder that when you kook 31 the dicta-
tors around the world in the past and soday
that you see they give the people following
them a villain, somoone or somcthing, to
hate so the people following them can be
more casily manipulated into the violence
that comes with hate and intoleramce

Standing up o intolerance and
socking Justice for all is the only way 10
truly trumph over hate 2ad tolerance. Un.
fortunasely 100 ofien we as human bewngs
try to group people, which kads o furnther

maokrance. Seekng Justsce meass that the
specific individuals to Mame for the knjus-
¢ are found and punished accordingly
Making a pencralization based on what or
who the ratoe of the injustice I8, & jut
another form of imolerance. The fact i Jus-
txce neods Tolerance = of's verdicts and
wthout Jastxce there 15 no Tokraske

It is so casy 10 tarn 1o hate and
intoderance in the face of the events going
on in owr Woeld today. Possibly a1 no other
1 has the adeas of Temperane, Pro-
denee, Fortinade, Justice and Tolerance boem
0 umponant, sot just for Froemmascary, for
the entare Workd, In the face of the vcsous
lkag of inmocent lives, whether it be a
man in 3 ek, 3 gunmen who decides 1o
punish others for the life they hive, someone
who guns people down for the uniform they
wear, or somcons who is ungustly killed
while living their lives under the laws of a
froe socicty, it is %0 casy 10 turn to hate and
intolerance. As Froemasons we nood 1o rse
above thal 3ad sét a8 example & we stand
s upright citizens by the virtues that we
should boldd dear
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Worshipful Master’s Covner A

Fratemal and warmest grectiags from the East! | hope that cveryone is staying well and safcly in your jobs
and daily chores. We should all be glad, as | have saad in onc of oar ZOOM gathenag that we are stall lecky that sobody amongst us pot
sick., Lot us keop that trend going and cnsure that we 2 well a8 owr famalics are takang all the precastionary measures 1o proactively
abide by all the gusdance that will keep us safe and veresfree. [t is guste noticeable that in the recest changes i sstuation that the nussher
of allected poople are spring again 1o the entre woeld. Let s be vigdam,

Please acoept my docpest gratitude to all the brothren.  You contimse 1o support our guest in kooping owr beethren iaformed through your
inputs to our monthly garette, bullcting and ZOOM fellowships. This pandomic definitely changod the way be conduct owr lives as well
as the raditional way of conducting Masonic business in and out of the Lodge. | am receiving emails from brethren reminiscing the sam-
mer ovents that we wsaally do. The fellowships that include our famidics and fncads. Just be remiinded that those activitics are net gone,
and we will seize the day that everything normalizes to do our comemunity services and famuly events,

1 alio would like to give KUDOS 10 the bretheen that spent soese of thear valuable time 10 conduct cur mad.year audit. They have to allo-
cate some of thewr woekend fanily time to keep our records updased and accurate. That's very important as we go along with our Lodge
business. In the same token, our Lodge Sccrctary will reach out 10 the brethecn who are delinquent in paying their ducs this Masonic year
as well as the past years. So, please et us help the Lodge in reminding cveryone 10 pay their dues. The payment of our vearly duoes is
very vital to the sustainment of our Lodge. So, let me plead 0 you 1o koop your passion in paying your ducs (grin). Let us suppor our
Mother the way we shoeld, 70%4 dues collkection might be overachieviag, but setting vp a goal will keep us focused i our dues collect

won

Now, let me clanfy oac of the topics we dicussed this past week regarding the sharing of our Lodpe with o Prince Mall brothers. As
we a¢ bound by the subktting baw of Japan, and we nor the Masenic Foundation of Japan docs not own ow Lodge building, we cannot
fully shase our Lodge to our Prince Hall brothers. We will allow them to use #t for thear degree work or moctings, bat we cannot give
them full and permancet access as a collocated lessoe of the Lodge due %0 the reasons | stated berein. We can still share the Lodge with
them, and during that time, one of us will be present during their temporary usage of the Lodge. To facilitate this venture, we will pro-
vide bouse rubes 10 ensure that a smsoother way of sharing will be for the benefit our both partics.

For degree work gundance, | am atill awaitsng funther inatrections from the GL. | am sure with cur Corpamas becthren as well as the pene-
odic paidance we got from the military commanders around Japan, we can Sormulate oar own in addition to the GL guidance. Wo will
cnsurc that the bretheen are well peotected whenever we conduct the next degree work,

Again, appreciate all your efforts and Gligence in particapating in o cvents i the Lodge may it be through ZOOM of being assigned 10
a task for the Lodge. It personifics one of our ideals of who can best work and best agree 10 keep the Light of the Lodge 1o glow braghtly
while reaching the becthren withersocver dispersed

Keep it ON THE LEVEL and be the stroagest sdvecane of PEACE AND HARMONY! Bo well and b safe.
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A Senior Wavdewws Covner A

WEreo Maany Manipula The Perfect Ashlar
Past Master NL &9

From a block of finc white marble, a wise sculptor created an clephant. Its beauty had an inner strength whach radiated
the culture of the East. When asked how he had created such a masterpiece, the sculptor replied that he had merely chipped
away all that was not the elephant.

Theroughout the history of World Culture, there have been many sculpiors, yet few of these had the insight and the fo-
Cus 10 Creaic masterpicce clggams The quality of what remams after &quot:ichipping away&quot; depends upon how discemn-
ing the sculptor was,

Numerous factors affoct this level of discornment. Was he mentally bogged down with moncy wornies? Was he emotionally
polarized with family matters? Was he overwhelmead by his glimpse into the human condition? Did he simply have 3 common
cold? Was be having a bad day? All these and many more affect the quality of the finished product. (1s this an elephant that
you would want in your living room?)

It is, of course, no la:rhing maticr to the disappointed sculptor who sees all too well that his finished product is far
from the wisdom, strength and besuty of his ongisal concept. What went wrong? Who will be blame for his foolish, weak and
ugly elephant? Who will he blame for his lack of discernment in wiclding his working tools?

The ancients Taoists taught that 3 beginner stepping onto the Path of Enlightenment blames others. Omne that & travel-
ing the Path of Enbghtenment blames only himself; however, one that has completed the Path of enlightenment blames no one,

As brothers in Masonry, cach of us have boen given a concept of imperfection in the symbol of the Rough Ashlar, (that
rough stone just taken from the quarry). We have also been given the concept of perfection in the symbol of the Perfect Ashlar
or smooth stone. We were admonished to change the present stale of our character, (which we were 1o consider as our Rough
Ashlar), into a perfected character symbolized by the Perfect Ashlar,

Not only were we gently challenged to attain this goal, but also we were given the means by which we could achicve
it, Thus we were gradually introduced to the symbolism of our Masonic working tools one of which is our commen gavel. The
common gavel looks like a small wooden ax head and is used to chip away the unnecessary parts of the Rough Ashlar. We use
it symbolically to chip, shape and smooth our Rough Ashlar, (our present character), into a perfect Ashlar, (our concept of the
perfect character). In other words, to chip away all that 15 not the ¢ nl.

After being presented with our common gavel and other working tools and gaven an explanation of their function, we
were then set upon a rough and rugged road. Duning our travels oo this road, we would have nmany oppostunities 1o use all of
our working tools, especially, our common gavel,

It is highly significant for all Masons to reflect, every once in a while, upon arcalistic cvaluation of the present condi-
tion of our individual characters in order to truly see where we stand in this magnificent on-going process of perfection,
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A Senior Wawdewy Corner A

WEBro Manny Magipela The Perfect Ashlar (continued)
Fast Mauer NL &9

Where we find obvious or subtle degrecs of foolishness, weakness or uglingss of characicr, that is whers we will be fosusing
our future efforts with our common gavel in order to bring our present character, (our Rough Ashlar), more in line with our
Masonic concept of perfection-- The Perfect Ashlar

In this process of perfection we can, (and should), invoke the blessings of God so that we may have the wisdom to
contrive, the strength to suppoet, and the beauty to adom all great and important undertakings. Brothers, ket there be no doubt
about it, the perfection of our character is, according 10 all Masonic tradition, a great and smportant undertaking which we, as
Masons, are honor bound to ever strive for and achicve

Most of us arc finding that the more we use our common gavel to chip away all that 15 not our concept of perfoction in charac-
ter, the more we can contemplate and use our other working tooks such as the plumb, level, and square, This is siply due 1o
the fact that our character flaws arce distractions from perfection and take up much of our mental and emotional energy. As we
consciously remove our character flaws we can then use that freed-up energy to more skillfully and encrgetically use our other
working 1ols.

On this road toward a more perfect concept and practice of Masonezy, ¢ach of us will encounter situstions and condi-
trons whach will cause us 1o sit back and reflect upon our efforts with our working tools. We ask ourselves some vital questions
such as, &quot;How much of an increase in the skallful use of my mwhnf 100ls has my expenence on this Masonx road of
life produced?” What is the quality of my Ashlar to date? Is it perfiect yet? (We&#39;ce good, but not that good!). Does my
Ashlar, (my character) exhibit wisdom for all the world to see, or does it exhibit foolishness for all the world to see? Does my
Ashlar, (my character), exhibit strength for all the world to draw hope from, or does it exhibit obvious weaknesses for all the
world 10 avoid? Docs my Ashlar, (my character), exhibit beauty for all the woeld 10 rejoice with, or does it exhibat varying de-
groes of ugliness for all the workd to shnink from.
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Junior Wardew'y Corner '

Bro. Carl Caluya Masonic Education
THE ENTERED APPRENTICE DEGREE

Afler taking the Entered Apprentice Degree, the Candidute ahoukd have mmpressed upoa his mind the theoe gualitics which every Eaterod
prentice should possess if be is to attamn full benefit and enjoyment of Freemasoary. These are Obedience, Humility and Industriousness.
The Entered Apprentice should obey those sppointed to teach bam so be can learn what is roguared of him before progressing fur-ther, He mast ha
sense of husulity so be will not develop a belief that be knows more thaa those who are assigned 10 teach bam. Finally, he must also develop a spir
endustry, because Freemasonry requares those who want 10 know moee about Masonry 10 spend tume learming by stadying the materaal avadlable,

THE CANDIDATE MUST FIRST BE PREPARED IN HIS HEART

As 3 man thinketh, 50 1 he bat as he purposes an his heart, so will his lific be. The heart is the conter of man's affections and doswes. I}
clean within, has Life will reflect that condi-tion: but, the reverse s also true. We are concomaed with the building of your character in your life. Wor
toward thas goal must bogan withun your heart, For, of your heart is sol ready, we cannot cxpext to make an impecs-x0n on your mind. Therefore, «
Candidate who comes seekeng light must be prepared en his hean

DULY AND TRULY PREFPARED

Being duly and truly prepared refers to the weanng of special garments furnished by the Lodge in ceder 10 emphasize owr concomn with man's inte
qualitics rather than his worldly wealth or hoaors. By wearing garments of hamality the Candadate significs the sancerity of his intentions,
SYMBOLS OF MASONRY

Maost of the great kessons of Froemasonry are imnparted by symbols which were carefully sclectod by owr Masonsc forcfathers. These symbols with ¢
lossons arc many and vaned and roquare long and contenaous study by all Masoos

THE HOODWINK

The fint symbol i the Hoodwink, It i a symbol of darkness where the unintiatod dwells It is abio 2 symbol of secrecy and o peactaced for spir
rather than physical reasons. The darisess of the Hoodwink i replaced by the kight of undernstand.tag when the Candidate beginn 10 discover Be my,
sen of Free-masoery,

THE CABLE-TOW
The Cable-Tow 15 a symbel of the external restraints which are placed wpon the Iife of man. 16 is also pencrally regardd 10 mean the sops of eos's &
ity 1o perform his obligations 10 his Brethren

Illl‘ l.\VIB ab"'ll

The entramce into the Lodge inchades everythang that happens ot the Inner Door and is miended 10 1cach the significance of initation as the symi
buth of the Candidate imto the world of Freomasoary
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HWEro, Bl Clooasn
Thoa Past Master N9

As we enter the halfway mark of CY 2020 at Nippon Lodge No 9, it is time for your Secretary and Treasurer to complete our semi
annual audi, With this in Mind if you have not paid your yearly dues 10 the Lodge, 1 ask for your assistance in the continued suppon of your
Lodige. We are cutrently in our 63 year of providing Ught to Brethren who 5o desice 10 receive that light

As Free Masons, we have obligated curselves at the Altar to support all of the ndes/regulations and By -laws of our beloved Lodge
of which we have become a member and are bebolden. Please don't hesitate 10 reach out 10 your Lodge Treasurer for the information you
may need 10 pay your dues either by chedk/money order or a direct bank transfer to NFCU. Our website. Located here:
www nigponlodzed com provides all of the information necessary to effect 3 direct trantfer of funds to NFCU. The front page of the web-
site Giplays a liak entitied Special Announcements, As you know our yearly dues are $12000. We found Rt necessary in 2018 10 raise the
dues from $70.00 to 5120 .00 due to inflation and additsonal obligations that we owe 1o the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Japan

Again, thank you for the continued support of your Lodge
With continued Fraternal embrace,
Bro Willam (BIll) Cloonan, HPM, Nippon Lodge No. 9
Sasebo, Japan
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WE Heary ) Staggs
Fast Muster NLAY

Important Reminder : PLEASE PAY YOUR DUES & SUPPORT OUR CAMPAIGN FOR THE MAXIMUM COLLEC-
TION OF DUES FOR THE INCOMING MASONIC YEAR 2021, For those who have not paid for Shis yoar, you can still sond your pay-
ent 80 the Lodge o by bank panster so out NFCU account,

Please poin me i giving thanis and accolades 10 1he audi team particularty WE Benay Delaross, WB Hirotaka lto, WB Mike
Velarmuno, HWB Earl Epperson and WEB Roa Deguzman for their dedacation and diligence. We have completed our andst for the Trea-
sarer's and Scorctary's roconds. Theough this andits, we were ablo to sdontify the deficsencios that we have in our dues collection, contact
mformation and improvieg our recondikocpung peosodurcs

While | am still working on the personal contact information of all oar Lodge members, please feel froe 10 inform me if you know
of sy becthren that we need 1o sxclude 1 our Lodge correspondence. Lot us support the Lodge by campasprang for the maienam docs
collection. This pasdemic significantly meproved our opportunitscs 10 gencrate extra funds through cur fundraising events. We wall dow.
ble our efforts as soon as the fird opportunily knocks o do w

Please be remanded that our new official Lodge cmail addross is

nipponlodgeYsasebo@ gmail.com

You can sond any inquinics of matters concorning your memberdhip as well as any corrospoadence you want the Lodge to address. 1 you
Bave any quastions of concerns, please foel free o contact me
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Points of Contact:

WES, www.nipponiodeed com

£8: NL9 Offcers and Members
Nippon::3 (Non-Tiked)

EMAIL

nipgonicdgefsaseto@gmall.com

NIPPON LODGE No. 9

MASONIC YEAR 6020 (A.L.) OFFICERS
Worshipful Master WB Ace R. Asuncion

Senior Warden WEB Manny Manipula (PM Nippon Lodge #9)
Junior Warden Bro. Carl Caluya

Secretary WB Ed Burdios (PM Harry S, Truman Lodge 2694)
Treasurer HWM Bill Cloonan (Henorary PM Nippon Lodge #9)
Chaplain WB Ron Degurman (PM Aomori Lodge #10)
Marshall WB Mike Velarmino (PM Nippon Lodge #9)
Senior Deacon Bro. Will Dispalo

Junior Deacon Bro. Joseph Delacruz

Senior Steward Bro. Nathan Wade

Junior Steward Bro. Hero Jambalos

Tiler Bro. Ortan Blanco
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